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Welcome
to Geneva!
Geneva is a pleasant city! You will feel good in Geneva,
whether it is during a bucolic stroll on the shores of
Lake Geneva, on a lively terrace in the old town, in an
artisanal lane of Carouge, contemplating an art exhibition
or devouring a showcase of precious watches... Julius
Caesar already mentioned Geneva in 58 BC: “Genua”,
meaning the mouth of a river, a city predestined to
open up to others... A strategic location coveted for
millennia. Now it is easily accessible for visitors who
want to discover this city that respects its past so as to
enrich its present. An actress of peace and known for its
neutrality, it holds an important place in the respect of
human dignity at the international level. Geneva perfectly
combines the “Swiss Touch” with the dynamism of its
190 nationalities which are symbols of ethnic diversity.
Geneva’s DNA might also be a taste for excellence. The
city excels in watchmaking technology, banking management, international relations and top-class gastronomy.
In the heart of the region of Geneva, the city shines,
actively promotes culture and breathes by cherishing
its 50 parks... and above all, it asserts itself as a city
offering many pleasures. There are no instructions
as it is a question of imbuing yourself with this array
of curiosities, as much as you like. It’s a city that is
becoming younger and more beautiful probably thanks
to chocolate and wine cures like the Fendant! So,
whether you are leaving for an escapade or a longer
stay, you’ll be surprised to experience a “jet” of such
beautiful emotions! .
Warning: the information collected in this guide has
been investigated or tested during a period of several
months prior to publication. Information concerning
contact details, prices and opening days are given for
information only and are not contractual. They may be
subject to changes after the investigation date for which
Petit Futé declines all responsibility.

wwFor the Petit Futé publishing team, the author
Sévérine Vulliez and Joyce Conroy-Aktouche
wwWe warmly thank all those involved in Geneva’s
touristic life for their kind welcome and precious advice.
Thank you to Stéphan and Joyce for their trust.
The editorial team
PRINTED IN FRANCE
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In the streets of Geneva.

Genevan roofs.

Detail of the mur des Réformateurs (Reformation wall),
in the parc des Bastions.

The destinations assets
A green city and the proximity
of Lake Léman
AN INVITATION TO TRAVEL

Geneva can be proud of being a green city
where it’s nice to stroll as it has 310 hectares of
parks, 40,000 trees on the public property and
428,000 plants decorating the city, including
40,000 rosebushes. This important place of
international finance will delight you with so
much greenery. The lake, which is a vast body of
water, is beautiful and easy to navigate, during
a cruise of a few hours or a whole day. Lake
Léman is too much appreciated by Genevans,
who often call it the “Lake of Geneva”.

An exceptional gastronomy
All the cuisines of the world are present in
Geneva, which is located in the gastronomic
paradise of the basin of Lake Léman. There is
indeed the world’s highest density of gastronomic restaurants, some of which have become
world-famous. In Geneva, you will be able to
taste fish from the lake as well as specialities of
the canton, such as cardoon and longeole, with
wines from Geneva and neighbouring vineyards.
© PHILIPPE GUERSAN – AUTHOR’S IMAGE

An important heritage
Geneva has more than 200 international organisations and, together with New York, is the
world’s leading meeting and conference centre.
The United Nations palace and the International
Museum of the Red Cross and Red Crescent are
the main visiting points of this theme. However,
Geneva has many other treasures. A city of art
and culture, it houses more than 40 museums
and numerous art galleries, some of which
you absolutely need to visit. This is the case
of the Musée d’Art Moderne et Contemporain
(MAMCO), and some private museums which
have rich collections, such as Baur Foundation
for Oriental Arts or the Patek Philippe Museum,
which is dedicated to watchmaking, as well
as museums in the city of Geneva, which are
multicultural and multidisciplinary. Finally, even
if it is mainly for research, Cern, one of the most
prestigious laboratories of nuclear physics in
the world, imperatively deserves a visit. The
visit of the globe and its permanent exhibition
“Universe of particles” as well as the visit of
the LHC which is an instrument of collision of
particles which are worth the detour.

Rose garden in La Grange Park.

Technical data sheet
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Money

The population

The Swiss franc (ISO code: CHF).
wwIn February 2018: 1 CHF = 0.86 E. 1 E =
1.15 CHF
If it is possible to pay in euros in the majority
of cases, it is preferable to have Swiss
francs on hand (which can be drawn from a
distributor). This will be more appreciated and
will be cheaper. Merchants don’t necessarily
rely on the exchange rate, and sometimes
you may be charged at the fanciful rate of
1 CHF = 1 E.
wwSwiss banknotes are divided as follows:
10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 1,000.
wwThe coins have the following values: 5 ct
(1 cent), 10 ct (2 cents), 20 ct (4 cents), 1 franc,
2 francs, 5 francs (one thun).

wwGeneva is the second most populous
city in Switzerland, after Zurich. Its total
population was 200,000 in March 2016.
Population distribution in Geneva (end 2015 FS): 8% of Swiss and 41.2% of foreigners.
wwPopulation density in Geneva (March 2017 FS): 12,669 hab./km ². Density for the Canton
of Geneva 1,753 persons/km ².
wwLife expectancy in Switzerland (2015 - FS):
81,5 years for men, 85,3 years for women.
wwLife expectancy in France (2015 - INSEE):
78,9 years for men, 85 years for women.

Taxes and tips
In Switzerland, 7.7% VAT is included in the sales
price of the goods. Prices still include service,
but the Swiss easily leave 10% in restaurants,
taxis and bars.

Budget Ideas
wwSmall budget: 130 CHF/day (night in youth
hostel or camping, 2 meals “on the thumb”,
bus, a drink in the evening, additional charges).
wwAverage budget: 240 CHF/day (night in small
hotel, 2 meals in restaurants ‘good and not
expensive’, bus, a drink at night, additional charges).
wwBig budget: as from 350 CHF/day (night in
charming hotel, 2 meals in good restaurants, bus,
taxi, a drink in the evening, additional charges).

Geneva in short
wwOfficial name: Geneva. capital of the canton
of Geneva (45 communes). Twinned with Paris,
Algiers and Buenos Aires.
wwArea of Geneva: 15.92 km ² (Canton of
Geneva: 282 km ², Switzerland: 41,290 km ²).
wwOfficial language: French.
wwReligions in the Canton of Geneva (latest
data available in 2010): Christians 54%
(Catholics 37%, Protestants 12%, other 5%),
other religions 6%, no affiliation 35%, no
indication 4%.
wwMayor of Geneva: Rémy Pagani, from 1 June
2017 to 31 May 2018, elected for one year).
wwPresident of the Swiss Confederation:
Doris Leuthard (in 2017, elected for one year).

The Economy
wwGDP IN PPP (purchasing power parity):
Switzerland 665, USD 98 billion (+27.46%); France
2 808, US $ 265 billion (+8.53%) (IMF – 2011)
wwGDP/resident in PPA (IMF – 2013):
Switzerland $ 81,276; France $ 44,099 US $
wwReal GDP growth rate (Eurostat – 2016):
Switzerland 1.3%; France 1.2%
wwAnnual inflation rate (OECD – 2017):
Switzerland -0.66; France 1.06
wwUnemployment rate in Januar y
2017 (Republic and Canton of Geneva, and
INSEE): Canton of Geneva 5.7%; Switzerland
3.7%; France 10.2%

Calling
wwUseful telephone numbers : 112:
emergency number – firefighters, police,
medical emergencies... (common in most
European countries, including Switzerland).
114: information. 117: police. 118: firefighters.
140: road rescue. 144: first aid.
wwInternational code for Switzerland: 00 41.
wwCall Switzerland from France. International
dialling code + 41 + area code without 0 +
7-digit local number. For example, to call from
Grenoble to Geneva: 00 + 41 + 22 (without 0)
+ 123 45 67.
wwCall abroad from Switzerland. Like
everywhere else, the international dialling
code is 00. Therefore 00 + country code (33 for
France, 32 for Belgium, 352 for Luxembourg) +
regional code or mobile phone + local number.
Example from Geneva to Paris: 00 + 33 + 1 +
12 34 56 78.
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Genevas coats of arms
The emblems of the Republic and the
Canton of Geneva were adopted in their
present form in 1918. There is the Germanic
eagle and a golden key, in reference to the
Empire to which the city was attached in
the eleventh century, and freedoms and
franchises obtained from the bishopric
in 1387. The crest represents a sun with,
at its centre, the Greek letters ￥″§, which
were formerly Latin (IHS) and signify “Iesus
Hominim salvator” or “Jesus, men’s savior”.
The colours of the Republic and Canton of
Geneva are yellow and red. The emblems
of the city of Geneva are very close to those
of the Republic and the canton. Its motto
is “Post tenebras lux”, which means “After
darkness, light”.

Time difference
Neither Switzerland nor France (such as Belgium
and Luxembourg) operate on the same time zone
and they shift to summer and winter hours at
the same time.

wwAverage temperatures: winter 10 ° C,
summer 23 ° C (a moderate average due to
the influence of the lake).

Seasonality
From June to September, during the summer
season, pleasant temperatures favour a
wide variety of outdoor activities. If you visit
Switzerland in spring or autumn, you will of
course be able to avoid crowds of tourists and
benefit from lower prices.
© PHILIPPE GUERSAN – AUTHOR’S IMAGE

wwCall from one Swiss region to another and
in the same district. From wherever you call in
Switzerland to any other point in the country, dial
the full area code followed by the 7-digit number.
So to call Montreux from Geneva: 021 999 99 99.
For Geneva, type 022 before the other 7 digits.

Formalities
Only one of the identity documents recognised by
the Swiss government is required for stays less
than three months in Switzerland. The passport
and national identity card are accepted but not
the driver’s licence.

Climate
Winter is cold and generally not very sunny with
minimum temperatures that can be very low. As
from March, temperatures rise and at the end of
May, it is almost like summer. During summer it
is hot and humid, with fairly frequent thunderstorms. The temperatures then cool rapidly from
September and the first fogs appear in October.
The winter season starts in November with the
first morning frosts. Note: if the annual rainfall
is less than usual in recent years, the north
wind has lost none of its freshness, especially
in January, February.
Swiss flag.

Stay ideas
Short stay
Geneva is an ideal destination and very easily
accessible for a weekend or a getaway of 2 to
3 days. The choice of visits or activities being
relatively broad, this programme is only a
proposal to help you have, during a first visit,
the widest possible vision of the city and its
many attractions.

Day 1
wwMorning: visit of the old town (Saint-Pierre
Cathedral, Bourg-de-Four Square, Town Hall,
Reformers’ Wall...).
wwAfternoon: Visit of the International
Organisations district (Place des Nations
and Chaise cassée, UN – Palais des Nations,
International Museum of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent...). Back by the right bank of Lake
Geneva, following the Conservatoire and the
Botanical Garden, the Perle-du-Lac Park up to
the Wilson and Mont-Blanc wharves.

Day 2

© PHILIPPE GUERSAN – AUTHOR’S IMAGE

wwMorning: visit CERN (Laboratory physics
of particles) and the Globe of Science and
Innovation in Meyrin, or visit the district of

Cruise on the lake with the CGN.

Plainpalais with the flea market, MAMCO
and the contemporary galleries around
des Bains Street, the Patek Philippe
Museum (dedicated to the most beautiful
watches in the world), the Neuve Square
and Bastions Park.
wwAfternoon: walk along the harbour of Geneva
(Water Jet, Flowery clock, English garden, Ile
Rousseau, National monument, Brunswick
monument, baths of the Pâquis...). Cross the
harbour by seagull (boat taxi) or cruise on
the lake.

Day 3
wwMorning: visit of Carouge.
wwAfternoon (or in the morning, according to
the weather): outing to Mont Salève by cable car.

Long stay
Spending a week in Geneva is quite possible.
In order to discover this city as it should
be, here is a program that voluntarily stays
within the city, even if many other cities of
Lake Geneva are only a few dozens of kilometres away and constitute undeniable points
of interest.

© PHIL SCHUTZ
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Place de Bel-air.

© PHIL SCHUTZ

View of the genevan docks.

The collège Calvin.

12
Parc de la Grange.
© SÉVERINE VULLIEZ

STAY IDEAS
© PHILIPPE GUERSAN – AUTHOR’S IMAGE
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37 km that take you to discover the countryside
(Western part of the Canton of Geneva) and the
Mandement (the main wine-growing area of the
Canton of Geneva).
wwDay 7. Excursion to Mount Salève. The Pas de
l’Echelle, the starting point of the cable car, is
only 6.5 km from downtown Geneva. Accessible
by bus (TPG bus, line 8). Or, excursion along
the Rhone river (swissboat), from the Quai de
l’ ìle to Verbois dam.

Thematic stay
Thematic visit Arts and Culture
wwDay 1. Start your stay with a visit to MAH,
including the Museum of Art and History so as
to have an overview of the Genevan painters
of the past centuries, and the history of the
traditional Geneva Rock Climbing Festival. Don’t
miss Baur Foundation, the Musée des arts
d’Extrême-Orient, and the Maison Tavel, which
traces the history and daily life of Genevans.
After a meal in the old town, go to Grütli Art House
on Corraterie Street. It will be an opportunity to
stop at the gallery of Bel-Air Fine Arts which is
dedicated to modern and contemporary masters
and the Rath Museum which is the first Swiss
museum dedicated to fine arts. It is also a place
for temporary exhibitions of archaeology, ancient
art and modern and contemporary painting.
Maison des arts of Grütli which was inaugurated
in 1989, is a cultural centre that hosts various
cultural associations (cinema, theatre, dance,
etc.) and a large and diverse audience. There
are several cinema festivals throughout the year
(Cinemas All Screens, Black Movie festival, etc.).

AN INVITATION TO TRAVEL

Gustave Ador Wharf.

wwDay 1. Visit of the old town. Walk along the
harbour of Geneva up to Bains des Pâquis,
crossing of the harbour in Mouette (boat taxi),
enjoy shopping in the district of Rive and EauxVives.
wwDay 2. Discover the district of international
organisations and visit the United Nations
headquarters (plan 2 hours). Visit the parks on the
right bank of Lake Geneva with the Conservatory
and Botanical Garden, the Penthes domain with
its museum of the Swiss people all around the
world, the Perle-du-Lac Park, the Museum of
History of Sciences, and the Wilson and Mont
Blanc wharves with their prestigious hotels.
wwDay 3. Bastions Parkway. Visit of the Museum
of Modern and Contemporary Art in the district
of Plainpalais. Stroll in Carouge, whose postmedieval town planning is a unique example
in Europe.
wwDay 4. One day cruise on the lake. The
opportunity to enjoy fully, for a few hours, the
magnificent surroundings of Geneva.
wwDay 5. Visit CERN (Physics Laboratory of
particles) and the Globe of Science and Innovation
in Meyrin (plan a minimum of 3 hours). It is one
of the largest scientific research centres. Note
that the center is closed on Sundays. Shopping
at the end of the afternoon.
wwDay 6. Cycling, walking in the city and/or in
the surrounding countryside. Geneva has the
advantage over other cities, such as Lausanne,
of being flat. It is therefore very easy to discover
it by bike. To reach the countryside of Geneva,
you can, for example, use the Cyclévasions
routes or take one of the 4 Cyclo-recreation
TCS routes: marked itineraries between 27 and

STAY IDEAS
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wwDay 2. You can start the second day by visiting
the MAMCO, which is the Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art, or the Centre of contemporary
Art and both are located in the district of Bains.
You can also stroll in the neighbourhood where
a little more than fifteen galleries have been
grouped together (with the MAMCO and the
Contemporary Art Centre) in an association called
“Quartier des Bains”. Three times a year, on the
third Thursday from March to September, artists
who form part of the association organise “Nuits
des Bains” which are joint opening exhibitions
that are experiencing ever-increasing success.
After a meal at Café des bains, go to Place
de Neuve, on the other side of the plain of
Plainpalais. This neighbourhood is dedicated to
music. Here you will find the Grand Théâtre, also
known as Geneva Opera House. Its spectators
also attend some of its shows in the beautiful
Bâtiment de Forces Motrices. Don’t miss the
Conservatoire de musique where the Geneva
International Music Competition takes place
every year. A little further on, behind Maison
des arts du Grütli stands Victoria Hall where
important concerts take place and it also hosts
the OSR, orchestra of the French-speaking
Switzerland. Take the time to visit one of these
important places that are dedicated to musical
art, or even attend a show one evening.
wwDay 3. Depending on the schedule of
exhibitions, visit the Haute Ecole d’Art et de
Design (Head) which is close to the station of
Cornavin, then visit the Voltaire Institute and
museum, at Délices, which presents the author
during his stay in Geneva.
Have lunch at Lexique before heading to Carouge
early in the afternoon. Visit the museum of

La Mouette is a shuttle.

Carouge, where Emile Chambon’s paintings
mingle with earthenware and works of the
potter Marcel Noverraz, then go around the
city where, at random, you will discover many
artists, craftsmen and several art galleries.
Come back to Geneva in the evening. In summer,
in good weather, you can enjoy free shows and
concerts at La Grange Park and the English
Garden, especially during the Summer Music
and Geneva festivals, which are usually held in
July and August.

Thematic stay
wine and gastronomy
wwDay 1. Visit the old town with its many
restaurants, stalls and unusual places.
If you have the opportunity (according to the
weather and the season), do not miss the
tasting of Geneva wine, such as chasselas or
Gamaret or olive oil in one of the typical Geneva
establishments at Bourg-de-Four Square.
Have lunch at Café Papon or at the restaurant
Les Armures. The low streets and the chocolate
shops area, the big candy stores, the butcher’s
shop of Molard (Du Marché Street) and its delicatessen. The Delicatessa and the Food Halll,
with the wine bar, in Globus (rue du Rhône) are
worth a visit, as well as the Davidoff boutique
(rue de la Rive) with its world-famous cigars.
You will then reach Halles de Rive which is a
covered market and culinary paradise for any
gourmet or “future chef”.
For your evening, opt for a gastronomic cruise
(from the end of May to the end of September)
or a restaurant, also gastronomic, with a view
on the harbour of Geneva.
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Southern facade of Saint-Pierre Cathedral.
© PHILIPPE GUERSAN - AUTHOR’S IMAGE
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View of the water jet from Saint-Pierre Cathedral.
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STAY IDEAS

Economy and Industry
Thematic Stay
wwDay 1. The fairs of the Middle Ages are at the
origin of Geneva’s economy. Visit the island, the

low streets with their sections that are designed
for fairs and go up to Bourg-de-Four which is
a forum and a market place from antiquity to
modern times. Take the opportunity to visit the
Caran d’ Ache store, the famous brand founded
in 1924 by Arnold Schweitzer.
In the afternoon visit Patek Philippe Museum,
in a building dating from the beginning of the
20th century. You will find important collections
of watchmaking and enamelling from Geneva,
Switzerland and Europe, from the 16th to the
20th century.
wwDay 2. Visit Ariana Museum, the Swiss
Museum of Ceramics and Glass, or the Bruckner
Foundation in Carouge for the promotion of
ceramics. In the afternoon, stroll along the
Rhone River and discover the Bâtiment des
Forces Motrices (formerly a hydroelectric
power station, now a performance hall) and
think of the era when the entire industry was
on the waterfront, with the curtain dam of
Pont de la Machine. It now houses expoSIG
(industrial Services of Geneva, which manages
the drinking water and the water Jet) and the
Cité du Temps (Swatch Museum), before ending
with the Covered Market of the island, the former
slaughterhouse of Geneva transformed into a
brewery Contemporary.
wwDay 3. Visit CERN and its Globe of Science
and Innovation in Meyrin, or stroll through the
“banking district” (Holland) where you will read
the names of Lombard, Odier, Mirabaud and
others; they are all famous private bankers.
After lunch, end your visit at the Museum of
Swiss people all over the World. This museum
deals with all the socio-professional categories
that have left Switzerland and marked the
world with the footprint: merchants, bankers,
engineers, craftsmen, artists, scientific researchers, explorers, missionaries, diplomats,
correspondents, humanitarian representatives,
adventurers. If you are in a group, you can
easily visit one of the many chocolate factories
in Geneva (chocolate factory of the Rhône,
chocolate factory of Arve, chocolate factory
Micheli...).

AN INVITATION TO TRAVEL

wwDay 2. The Canton of Geneva is the 3rd wine
producer in Switzerland. If you are in a vehicule,
from the city centre, cross the sector of international
organisations, pass in front of the hotel school
and take the direction of CERN to join and follow
the famous Geneva vineyard road. You also have
the choice to visit this part of the vineyard by bike
or on foot, according to the following itinerary:
starting point Bourdigny-Choully, Peissy, Russin
and Dardagny. Or follow the wine walk in the
vineyards. In addition to Chasselas and Gamay
grape varieties, Geneva produces more and more
Chardonnay, Müller-thurgau, Pinot Blanc, Aligoté,
Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Gris, Gamaret, Merlot,
Garanoir, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc.
It should be noted that many free wine tastings
are organised, mainly on Saturdays, by most
winegrowers (see addresses on the website of
the Geneva Tourist Office).
To delight your taste buds there are numerous
places: Café de Peney, Café des Amis in Peissy
or Domaine de Châteauvieux of Philippe Chevrier
which is a gourmet restaurant of first choice.
wwDay 3. Market-goers will have plenty of choice
with a market every day of the week in the different
districts of the city. On Wednesdays or Saturdays,
choose the charming market of Carouge. In any
case, go to Carouge, at the end of your visit at
the market, to visit the city, to have lunch in one
of the many coffee shops with summer terraces,
and to visit one of its chocolate makers (Philippe
Pascoet, Chocolaterie de l’ Arve, Martel...).
In the afternoon, come back to the lake and
take a Mouettes, one of the yellow water taxi
boats, which will take you to the landing stage
of Pâquis for a pleasant afternoon tea on the
terrace of Hotel d’Angleterre. In the evening,
meet at “Vieux bois”, the gastronomic restaurant
of the hotel school of Geneva (visit of the school
for groups of 20 people maximum, Monday to
Friday from 8.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.).
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Geneva by night, Bâtiment des Forces Motrices.
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Militia army
You will certainly encounter many people wearing
grey-green uniforms, especially on board trains.
The Swiss army is a militia army, where civilians
are trained to participate in military missions in
addition to their professional activities. Thus, all
men between the ages of 18 and 34 (42 years
old for officers) must do their military service.
After 4 months in a recruit school, they regularly
attend rehearsal classes lasting 2 to 3 weeks. On
stand-by 24 hours a day, they keep their weapons
and some “pocket ammunition” (in sealed boxes)
at home. It is also a compulsory step to become
a Swiss guard in the Vatican. It should be noted
that there are more and more exempted persons
“for medical reasons” and that it is possible, “for
moral reasons”, to perform a civilian service, but
for longer periods of time. Those who don’t do
military service or civil protection must pay 3% of
their taxable income until they are 34 years old.

Banks
Switzerland has remained away from major
world conflicts thanks to its status of neutrality,
After the Second World War, as the financial
apparatus has not been affected, Switzerland
became a financial centre of international
importance. The famous bank secrecy, which
prevents bankers from providing anyone with a
client’s identity or statement of account, formally
registered in the law in 1934, was lifted for the
first time in 1996, in order to clarify the case of
Jewish funds deposited in Switzerland during the
Second World War. The fight against trafficking
and money laundering, and the global financial
crisis are questioning today this principle of
secrecy and its applications.

Laundry
In the basement or on the top floor of most
buildings in Geneva, a laundry room is accessible
to all tenants. Next-door neighbours hang-dry
their clothes together. Each apartment is entitled
to half a day or one day per week or every
fortnight. The excuse of having to wash clothes
and thus the need to leave work earlier or to
leave someone is often used and people are
very understanding!

Calvin
It was in Geneva that the French literary man
Jean Calvin helped Guillaume Farel consolidate
the Protestant Reformation in 1536. Here, his

action covered the fields of religion, culture, but
also economics and politics. In fact, apart from
his preaching activity, the author of L’Institution
de la religion chrétienne drafted the Civil Edicts
of 1543, which were used as the Constitution
of the Republic of Geneva, and composed the
Ecclesiastical Ordinances. Today, this central figure
in the history of the city, together with the statues
of Guillaume Farel, Théodore de Bèze and John
Knox, forms part of the Wall of the Reformists
which is located in the heart of Bastion Park.

Cardoon
Cardoon ribs, also known as cardes,, are a
traditional Christmas eve dish in Geneva, Lyon
and Provence, when they are served as sautéed
or gratin. They taste like artichokes and the
dish was already well known to the Greeks and
Romans, who converted the originally wild plant
to a vegetable plant adapted to the different
zones of production. The canton of Geneva
is the only region in Switzerland to cultivate
the silver prickly cardoon which is one of the
many varieties of cardoon to have obtained an
AOC (Controlled designation of origin) in 2003.

CERN
This acronym designates the Centre Européen
pour la Recherche Nucléaire, including the
Physics Laboratory of particles, which is located
a few steps from Geneva, in the municipality
of Meyrin. This centre houses the Grand collisionneur de hadrons (LHC), which is a gigantic
particle accelerator – 27 km long, buried 100 m
below ground level on the Franco-Swiss border –
which went into operation in 2008 and allows
physicists around the world to study the smallest
known particles. In 2012, the hypothesis of Higgs
boson was successfully tested. A discovery that
would revolutionize our understanding of the
world and its origins!

Chocolate
In the seventeenth century, chocolate, which
was then consumed as a drink, was a subject
of controversy: is it against morals to consume
it? Did it have aphrodisiac virtues? Chocolate
which can “be chewed” was created only since
the second half of the 19th century in Italy, but
the Swiss were the ones who had the idea of
adding hazelnuts to it. Among the brands that
have survived, the oldest is that of François-Louis
Cailler, who opened one of the first mechanical
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beginning of the 19th century, Geneva had to fulfil
one condition: that of getting bigger by opening
up to other regions. Thus, in 1815, France gave
7 municipalities to Geneva, and to the kingdom
of Piedmont-Sardinia, 24 municipalities of the
Duchy of Savoy, one year later, including Carouge.
In the mid-19th century, the number of divisions
of municipalities increased.

Geneva Airport

In the middle of a race-chase or emotional
reunion of the heroes of a film, the screen goes
out, the curtain closes and the blinding lights
come back. It’s intermission in the cinema
It is surprising the first time but you will quickly
realize that it allows you to stretch your legs, buy
an ice cream and exchange some impressions
before knowing the end of the story. Recently,
large complexes (which contributed to the closure
of the independent rooms) have eliminated this
tradition which sharply divides the Genevans.

The locality of Cointrin which is situated in the
municipality of Meyrin, is the second largest
airport in Switzerland, after Zurich Airport.
Geneva airport is the culmination of a long
tradition in the airline industry of Cointrin.
Indeed, it was in 1920 that the first muchneeded airfield in Geneva was built on the
ground of this locality because it was then the
headquarters of the League of Nations (SDN). In
the 1990s, the airport became an autonomous
public-law institution. Over time, the airport’s
location in Cointrin has contributed to the development of a whole range of services connected
with its operation, such as a large shopping mall,
hotels, three international business centres, a
large exhibition centre (Palexpo), a multipurpose
hall (Arena) and a bypass motorway to Lausanne
and neighbouring France.

Canton
Three-quarters of the city’s inhabitants actually live
in the vicinity of Geneva, divided into 45 communes.
This division is due to the fragmentation that Geneva
has experienced throughout its history. Indeed, in
order to be admitted to the Confederation at the

Intermission

Climbing
This feast which is celebrated annually on
December 12, commemorates the victory of
Geneva over the troops of the Duke of Savoy
Charles-Emmanuel 1st. In fact, on the night
of 11 to 12 December 1602, he carried out a
violent attack to seize the city, which began
with the climbing of its ramparts. The names of
two Genevan fighters would become famous.
The first is the Lady Royaume, who threw a hot
soup pot on an assailant. This pot has since been
resurrected every year, in chocolate and filled with
marzipan vegetables. The second is Lady Piaget
who resisted by piling up the heaviest pieces of
furniture in her house in front of her door.

DISCOVERING GENEVA

"Les Pavés de Genève", a Swiss chocolate specialty.

chocolate factories in Corsier-sur-Vevey in 1819.
In 1829, Philippe Suchard opened a chocolate
factory in Serrières (canton of Neuchâtel). The
following year, Charles-Amédée Kohler did the
same thing in Lausanne. As for milk chocolate, it
appeared in 1875 in Vevey, thanks to the chocolate
maker Daniel Peter. The success of the Gala
Peter was such that, in the 1880s, the entire
profession adopted his process, which contributed
significantly to the reputation of Swiss chocolate.
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Tram in front of the temple of La Fusterie.

Watch-making

Longeole

Geneva is undoubtedly the world capital of luxury
watchmaking. Several monuments, such as the
Flowered Clock, the Malbuisson Chime and the
Solar and Laser Clock, as well as museums such
as the Patek Philippe Museum, some of the
manufacturers and the famous International Fine
Watchmaking Exhibition, are here as reminders.
The beginnings of this long tradition date back
to the mid-16th century, when the reformer
Jean Calvin, by condemning the wearing of
ornamental objects, encouraged the development of another art: the art of watchmaking.
Despite the departure of many watchmakers in
the Arc of Jura at the beginning of the following
century, Geneva remained associated with the
latest technological and aesthetic innovations
in the field.

This pork sausage flavoured with fennel or cumin
is an integral part of Geneva’s culinary tradition.
In 2009, the Federal Office for Agriculture
(FOAG) even granted it a protected geographical
indication (PGI). Thus, to be called longeole,
this sausage made up of pork shoulder and
rind must necessarily be made in the canton
of Geneva and in a precise way.

Water jet
From the Geneva shores of Lake Geneva, you
can admire the famous 140-metre water jet,
which celebrated its 120th anniversary in 2011.
Before being erected as one of the city’s strong
symbols, it was used as a safety valve when the
water produced by the Coulouvrenière hydraulic
plant on Rhone was over-pressurized, when
the craftsmen stopped working at night and
on weekends.
It was then 30 m long. Soon it became the
favourite distraction of the factory workers
and tourists, and in 1891 the Administrative
Council of the City decided to move it, so
that everyone could see it, at the end of the
Eaux-Vives pier. Since 1951, the water jet has
been operating with an autonomous pumping
station, using the water of the lake, under the
responsibility of GIS.

Medicine
Geneva is one of Switzerland’s main centres
of research and innovation, particularly in the
medical field, thanks to the HUG (University
Hospitals of Geneva) which works in close
collaboration with the Faculty of Medicine of the
University of Geneva. The results of this collaboration, sensitive in many medical disciplines,
are regularly published in scientific publications.

International organizations
More than any other city with the same number
of inhabitants, Geneva is distinguished by its
international reputation. It hosts some twenty
international organisations and, with New York,
it is the world’s first meeting and conference
centre, mainly thanks to the presence of the
United Nations (UN). The fields of trade, human
rights, environment, education, health, peacekeeping, intellectual property, meteorology,
labour and telecommunications are also represented by an organisation.

Park
The city of Geneva which is a veritable city of
parks, has around 50 parks which spread over
310 hectares of parks – 428,000 plants including
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40,000 roses and 40,000 trees. Most of these
are former private estates, bequeathed over time
to the City and that have become public. Their
roles are multiple. In addition to the undeniable
social, aesthetic and climatic roles they fulfil,
some parks, such as the Conservatory and
Botanical Gardens, La Grange Park and Boisde-la-Bâtie, will allow you to discover the great
variety of local fauna and flora.

Rousseau

Streetcar
Geneva Public Transport (TPG) is inseparable
from Geneva’s life. The numerous occurrences of these terms, trams, Gulls (small
boats crossing the shores of Lake Geneva)

trolleybus and bus in a conversation prove it.
By 1900, Geneva already had a network of
more than ninety kilometres of trams, including
electric and steam-powered trams, but also
horse-drawn wagons. This network was then
managed by CGTE, the ancestor of TPG, an
autonomous public authority founded in 1977.
Today, TPGs are equipped with 7 tram lines
and about 50 bus lines, serving the city and
its surroundings, and in 2012 celebrated the
70th anniversary of trolleybuses and 150th
anniversary of tramways.

Vineyard
With its 1400 hectares of vineyards, Geneva
is the third canton of wine in Switzerland. This
tradition, which the Romans initiated in Geneva,
was however threatened at the end of the 19th
century by the competition of the French wines
which arrived in Geneva by railways. Fortunately,
the twenty or so vines in Geneva and its surroundings will continue to delight your taste buds,
like Chasselas, Muscat and Pinot Noir, and new
varieties such as Gamaret and Garanoir, while
organic wine develops strongly in the canton.
Every year, the agency for the promotion of agricultural products in Geneva (OPAGE) organises
a party called Caves Ouvertes, to promote the
wines of Geneva.

Dos and donts
Dos
ww Be punctual. Genevans always show up on time at their appointments.
ww Respect people’s privacy. The Swiss are discreet and would never stop a person on the
street to ask for an autograph. This is also why celebrities choose to live here.
ww Tip in restaurants or in bars. This is not compulsory, but usually Genevans do so.
ww Drive slowly. Between Geneva and Lausanne, radars are installed every 5 km. And
beware, GPS radar alarms are forbidden in Switzerland!
ww Give priority to pedestrians, even if you have plenty of time to continue on your way.
ww Kiss a person three times when you say hello, not twice.
ww Sort your waste and respect official days for garbage disposal.

Donts
ww Throw paper on the floor. Here the environment is everyone’s business.
ww Take a newspaper out of a box without paying. They are self-service but there is a
slot on the side to pay for it. It is compulsory.
ww Cross when the light is red and off the pedestrian crossing. You could trigger an
avalanche of horns!
ww Be arrogant. It is not in Swiss culture and it is not very popular.
ww Imitate the Genevan accent on the street.
ww Try to negotiate fines with the police. Or bargain the price of vegetables at the market.
And when you are asked to pay, do it immediately.
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In 2012, Geneva celebrated the 300th anniversary of the birth of this musician, philosopher and writer, who is notably the author of
Confessions, of Emile, Contrat social and of
Julie ou la Nouvelle Héloïse. Although travels
led him to travel all over Switzerland, France
and Italy, it was in Geneva that he spent the
first sixteen years of his life which was marked
by an apprenticeship as an engraver with Abel
Ducommun. The bucolic Ile Rousseau Island
which is located in the heart of the city, pays
tribute to him.
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Overview Of Geneva
Geography
The canton of Geneva belongs to the Plateau, or
Middle Country, and is situated in the extreme
south-western part of Switzerland and Lake
Geneva. The canton is situated in a basin,
surrounded by mountains (Voirons, Salève,
Môle, Vuache and the mountain of Jura) which
are all on the French territory. Geneva, the
second largest city in Switzerland, belongs
to the canton bearing the same name. It is
the smallest of Switzerland, with 282 km ²
on which 45 communes are divided. Of these
municipalities, 10 are cities because they have
more than 10,000 inhabitants. Rhone and Arve
rivers are the main rivers that cross the city of
Geneva, culminating at 373 m high.

A border canton
The canton of Geneva is surrounded by borders.
To the north lies the border with the department
of Ain. To the south, the one with the department
of Haute-Savoie. After the commune of Versoix
Lake Geneva leads to the canton of Vaud. The
Geneva borders are 107,5 km long, including
103 km with France and only 4,5 with the
canton of Vaud.

Lake Geneva

Climate
In Geneva, like in all the Swiss Plateau, it is
neither too hot nor too cold, and it rains relatively
little. Temperatures range from -5°C in winter
to +30°C in summer. Two winds blow on the
region of Lake Geneva: the foehn; strong, hot
and dry wind, which originates in the Alps and
leads to a rapid melting of snow in spring. And
the “bise”; a cold and generally dry northerly
wind from the north, starting in northeastern
Europe and blowing across the Swiss Plateau

© SÉVERINE VULLIEZ

Lake Geneva is surrounded by the majestic
range of the Alps, the Jura, and has many

villas and luxury hotels on its banks. With an
area of more than 580 km² and 72 km long, it
is one of the largest lakes in Europe and has
the characteristic of being French-Swiss. The
north shore and both ends of the crescent are
Swiss, while the southern shore belongs to
France. The border lies in the middle of the lake
for about fifty kilometres before cutting the city
of Saint-Gingolph in two sections. Lake Geneva
was formed during the withdrawal of the Rhone
glacier about 15,000 years ago. Many rivers
flow there, the most important is Rhone, which
crosses from east to west. Its width varies from
2.5 to 14 km and its maximum depth reaches
310 m, but the water level can drop or gain
from 60 cm to 1.50 m in less than half an hour.
This phenomenon is explained by variations in
atmospheric pressure, called cuttlefish.

District of the Junction on the banks of the Rhone, Geneva.

OVERVIEW OF GENEVA
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to the south of the Massif Central in France.
Much stronger in Geneva than in Lausanne,
it is then called the black bise. Though it is
present duing all seasons, the bise is however
stronger in autumn and winter, with heavy
black clouds, showers or sleet. However, one
city is not affected: Montreux. Protected by a
mountainous circle that blocks the winds, it
benefits from a micro-climate which allows
palm and banana trees to grow. Finally, Lake
Geneva is unfortunately often covered with a
thick fog. This is the stratus, a low cloud that
forms with the moist air of the lake.

Environment  ecology
Protecting the environment is one of the major
objectives of Geneva’s policy. And recycling
waste is an important matter for the inhabitants. The French waste bin for “packaging”,
in which plastic bottles, cartons and cans are
blended in a cheerful manner, is divided into
three different containers in Switzerland. The
labels of yoghurts are even pre-cut, so that they
can be thrown away with the papers, and the
jar in the general wastebasket. Thanks to these
actions, Geneva and Switzerland in general, are
champions of recycling.

Fauna and flora
A lake full of fish
About thirty species of fish swim and hide in the
plants – there are no algae – of Lake Geneva.
About half of them are endemic, the others have
been introduced. Among the most fished: fera (or
whitefish), perch (which almost disappeared in
the 1980s due to overfishing, but is proliferating
again), pike (the largest fish in Lake Geneva and
which is increasing sharply since the 1990s),
lake trout and omble chevalier. It should be noted
that American crayfish, which was mistakenly
released into the lake in the 1980s, has fully
adapted in to its new environment.

The stopover of water birds
Located on the migratory corridor between
the Alps and Jura, Lake Geneva is an ideal
stopover for waterbirds. The stopover is brief
for some, but others spend the whole winter
there. It is at this time of the year that you can
see a wide variety of ducks. Among the 148 bird
species, some of which come from Scandinavia
or Siberia, there are the big cormorant, the grey
heron, the ruffed grebe, the black-legged duck,
and the black-legged gull.
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Geneva’s countryside.

History
Chronology
ww4000 B.C. > The first inhabitants settle on
the shores of Lake Geneva.
ww58 B.C. > Julius Caesar stops the Helvetian
march towards Gaule.
ww443 > Geneva is the first capital of the
burgundian kingdom.
ww1032 > Geneva is attached to the Holy Roman
Empire.
ww1260 > Construction of covered market and
expansion of fairs in Geneva.
ww1526 > Combourgeoisie between Geneva,
Berne and Fribourg.
ww1536 > Adoption of the Reform by the General
Council.
ww1559 > Foundation of the Academy of Geneva.
ww1584 > Combourgeoisie between Geneva,
Berne and Zurich.
ww1602 > Failure of the Escalade attempted by
Charles-Emmanuel I against Geneva.
ww1603 > Recognition of the independence
of the Republic.
ww1616 > Plague disease.
ww1652 > The last “witch”, Michée Chauderon,
is burned in Geneva.
ww1685 > Revocation of the edict of Nantes.
ww1712 > Birth of Jean-Jacques Rousseau.
ww1754 > Treaty of Turin.
ww1755 > Voltaire settled in Délices, an estate
located in the district of Saint-Jean.
ww1757 > Article Geneva of the Encyclopedia
of Diderot and Alembert.
ww1782 > Revolution. Intervention of Bern,
France and Sardinia.
ww1789 > Death of Jean-Étienne Liotard, a
painter known for his pastels.
ww1792 > Installation of interim committees.
ww1798 > Geneva is annexed to France.
ww1814 > Diète votes on the entry of Geneva
into the Swiss Confederation.
ww1857 > Creation of the Geneva Stock Exchange.
ww1864 > Red Cross Foundation.
ww1891 > Inauguration of the water-jet.
ww1901 > First Nobel Peace Prize awarded to
Henri Dunant.
ww1907 > Separation of the church and the state.
ww1919 > Geneva is chosen as the headquarters
of the League of Nations.

ww1932 > Demonstration and shooting at
Plainpalais.
ww1946 > Geneva becomes the European
headquarters of the United Nations.
ww1960 > Adoption of female suffrage.
ww2012 > Rémy Pagani, Formation Ensemble à
Gauche, is elected Mayor of Geneva.
ww2013 > Ueli Maurer is elected as the new
President of the Confederation.
ww2014 > Switzerland undertakes to practice
the automatic exchange of banking information.
ww2015 > Bicentenary of the entry of Geneva
into the Confederation.
ww2016 > 500 th anniversary of the Reform of Luther
ww2017 > Bicentenary of the creation of Geneva
Botanical Garden

From the origins up to the present day
The first inhabitants
The earliest evidence of a human presence in the
area of present-day Geneva are bones and stone
objects found near the commune of Veyrier, not
far from Salève. These clues make it possible to
date the presence of man in this region to twelve
or ten thousand years BC. New signs of human
occupation are those left from 4,000 to 3,500 B.
C. by people grouped together under the name
of Lacustres, who built villages on the shores of
Lake Geneva. Here, they developed agriculture,
while practising animal husbandry, weaving and
the art of pottery. However, these people were
forced to leave the region from the 9th century
BC, when climate change caused major flooding.
Moreover, excavations carried out since 1987 in
the temple of Saint-Gervais have shown that the
shores of the lake were not the only suitable place
for human occupation 4,000 BC.

Roman Geneva
The presence of the Celtic population of the
Allobroges in Geneva has been confirmed since
the 5th century BC. While they fell under Roman
rule, the Helvetian territory on the other side
of the Rhone was threatened by other peoples,
seeking to settle on the Swiss Plateau. In 58 B.
C., the Helvetians therefore decided to leave
their territory and move to the southeast of
Gaul. Thus, they tried to cross the bridge of
the island which is situated on Roman territory,
but Julius Caesar stopped them. This episode
is told at the beginning of De Bello Gallico. This
is the first mention of the Latin term Genua

HISTORY
(Geneva), meaning “the mouth”, in a historical
document. Now subject to the destiny of the
Roman Empire, Geneva had to face the threats
of the Alamans and Germans in the 3rd century
AD. J.-C. During the 4th century, it became
the capital of a diocese and gradually adopted
Christianity as the state religion. A century
later, it had to accept the establishment of the
Burgundians on its soil by means of an alliance.

From the feudal regime to the formation
of the Commune

The combourgeoisie and the Protestant
Reform
Between the last third of the 15th century and
the first third of the 16th century, Geneva opened
its doors to the Swiss. In 1477, the first act of
official approximation was signed. This treaty of
temporary combourgeoisie and mutual assistance
unites Geneva with the towns of Berne and
Fribourg. The threat of an annexation of Geneva

From the re-emergence of the Savoyard
threat to Refuges
Duke Emmanuel-Philibert had completely
reconstituted the Savoyard state in 1559. As
soon as his son, Charles-Emmanuel arrived in
1880, he would start the assaults on Geneva
again. They pushed the Genevans to their limit
and they started a war in 1589, helped by French
and Bernese reinforcements. They won a series
of victories, the most recent of which was the
Escalade, a night attack by Charles-Emmanuel’s
troops, on 11 December 1602. Following this
defeat in 1603, the Duke recognised Geneva’s
independence in the Treaty of Saint-Julien.
During the second half of the seventeenth
century, which corresponds to the first persecutions of followers of the new faith in France, Italy
and England, Geneva became a safe haven. Thus,
the First Refuge began in 1542. The revocation
of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, which forced the
exile of those who did not want to recant, marked
the beginning of the Second Refuge.
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After the collapse of the Roman Empire and then
the Carolingian Empire, a figure of stability and
protection remains: that of the Bishop of Geneva.
The bishop who is the only master and lord of
the city, combines religious and political powers.
But its status attracted the covetousness of the
counts from the 12th century on wards, who,
like Aymon I, managed to usurp goods and rights
belonging to the Church. The conflicts between
Counts and Bishops ended in 1219 with the
Treaty of Desingy, consecrating the submission
of the Counts of Geneva towards the Bishop. But
another rivalry, this time between the Counts
of Geneva and those of Savoy, will replace the
previous one to permanently mark the history
of the 13th and 14th centuries in Geneva. From
1424 on wards, this rivalry led to the erasure of
the House of Geneva in favour of that of Savoy in
most of the territories between Arve and Aare.
The Counts of Savoy also established a firm
foothold in Geneva by winning, over the bishop,
the office of vidomne, a civil servant in charge of
trials and criminal cases in 1290. But the event
that will most lastingly mark medieval Geneva is
the birth of the Commune, i. e. an association
sworn by craftsmen and merchants. This birth is
late, it dates back to 1263. Initially, the Commune
was supported by the Counts of Savoy, who also
wished to weaken the powers of the bishop. As
early as 1308, the Commune was recognized, had
the right to appoint representatives (syndics or
procurators) and the bishop joined them. Parallel
to this development, Western Europe is experiencing a crisis of famines, plague epidemics and
wars. At a time when the European climate is in
recession, Geneva is an exception, thanks to the
fairs, which make Geneva one of Europe’s main
trade centres for merchandise. At the beginning
of the 15th century, they began to decline.

to Savoy will provide a second opportunity for the
Swiss cantons to move closer to Geneva. Indeed,
while a spirit of resistance and Genevan patriotism
were formed in Geneva and were embodied in
particular by Philibert Berthelier, the Geneva case
attracted the sympathy of the canton of Fribourg.
A combourgeoisie with the latter was accepted by
the General Council in 1519. The combourgeoisie
of 1526, which united the cantons of Geneva,
Bern and Fribourg, definitively prevented the idea
of annexation of Geneva to Savoy. This triumph
of the Swiss cause will also profoundly alter
Geneva’s domestic policy, through the creation
of the Council of Deux-Cents, the ancestor of the
Grand Council. At the same ti the first stage of
Geneva’s rallying to the Protestant Reformation,
took place long after the other cities of the Swiss
Plateau. As early as 1525, German merchants,
pastors and Bernese allies began to spread the
ideas of Luther and Zwingli. From 1532, public
clashes between partisans and opponents of new
ideas are attested. Then, from 1534 to 1536,
the majority of the population and the Geneva
Councils adhered to the new faith, which marked
the beginning of a true Catholic exodus. Calvin,
who was the outstanding figure of the Geneva
Reformation, made his first stay in Geneva from
1536 to 1538, and then returned there in 1541 to
undertake the reorganisations of the Church,
following the example of the Reformed Church
in Strasbourg, the legal and political orders,
through the drafting of ordinances and edicts,
but also through teaching. The reorganisation of
this sector will be ensured by the foundation of
the College and the Geneva Academy in 1559,
providing for a complete school system from
childhood to the beginning of professional life,
under the aegis of the Church.
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As a result, thousands of refugees arrive in
Geneva, where they will soon find jobs and
most of them are craftsmen and traders. Their
know-how will contribute to the development
of certain key sectors of the Geneva economy,
such as watchmaking and banking.

Geneva during Enlightenment
The economy of Geneva in the 18th century
was prosperous thanks to the development
of watchmaking, jewellery and gold-smithing
trades, grouped under the name Fabrique. Thus,
small workshops of craftsmen are set up on the
outskirts of Saint-Gervais. The painted canvas
industry which is the second largest after the
Fabrique, is structured in large factories. In
addition to this economic influence, Geneva also
shines culturally since the early 18th century.
In this sense, Jean-Robert Chouet and JeanAlphonse Turrettini left their mark. The former
has indeed contributed to the creation of the
Chairs of Mathematics and Natural Law at the
Geneva Academy, while introducing experiments in its science and philosophy courses.
His work thus marks the starting point of a true
Geneva scientific tradition, which the philosopher
and physicist Horace-Bénédict de Saussure,
pioneer of mountain studies, and the naturalist
Charles Bonnet will continue. As for the theology
professor Jean-Alphonse Turrettini, he inaugurated a doctrine that was more tolerant of
the divergent interpretations of religious texts.
Geneva was also, during the 18th century, the
breeding ground for political unrest, linked
to the rights enjoyed by the Genevans of the
Ancien Régime. Thus, in 1707, there was a
revolt of the bourgeoisie against the political
powers of the aristocracy. In 1734 new disturbances that were related to the collection of
new taxes for the financing of the restoration
of city fortifications, begun. Finally, the citizen
of Geneva, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, was one of
the causes of a dispute between the bourgeoisie
and the aristocracy in 1762. It was on this date
that the Petit Conseil condemned Emile and
Le Contrat sociall to be burned in front of the
Town Hall, on the pretext that they tended to
destroy religion and all forms of government.
From then on, a battle is initaited between
the Representatives, the citizens supporting
Rousseau and the Negatives, namely the aristocracy in power. To preserve it, the latter called
on the French, the Sardinian and the Bernese
armies, who besieged Geneva in 1782.

The Canton of Geneva
Following the French Revolution of 1789, Geneva
was occupied militarily in 1798. Thus, the former
regime was replaced by the Helvetic Republic,
and democratic but centralizing institutions
were created. However, the Protestant Church,

the College and the Geneva Academy continued
their own existence without French interference. The annexation of Geneva to France
will be short-lived. The French garrison was
evacuated by Austrian General Bubna, and independence was proclaimed on 1 January 1814.
The government’s next objective will therefore
be to transform Geneva into a Swiss canton. In
order to be admitted to the Confederation, the
other cantons then asked Geneva to enlarge
so as to allow a contiguity with Switzerland.
France and Sardinia, after long talks, ceded
some territories. On the other hand, Switzerland
asked Geneva to adopt a conservative constitution. This was passed in 1814. A year later,
the final treaty that stipulates the entry into the
Geneva Confederation was signed.
The 1840s were marked by far-reaching political
changes. Like most of the Swiss cantons that liberalise their constitutions by proclaiming universal
suffrage, the Association du Trois Mars, which
includes liberals and a left-wing led by James
Fazy, was founded in Geneva. Their actions led
to a new constitution in 1842, including the
adoption of universal suffrage. It was also at
this time that the City of Geneva became an
independent municipality. However, James Fazy
and his collaborators are not yet satisfied, since
the Geneva Grand Council and the Council of State
are mostly conservative. Their political use of a
major event in Swiss history will enable them
to gain power. Indeed, Switzerland is divided by
two currents. One is led by the radicals, most
of them are Protestant who want to transform
the country into a democratic state, the other by
conservatives, mostly Catholics, who support
tradition. In 1845, seven Catholic cantons were
combined. While the radicals want the dissolution
of this alliance, the Geneva authorities forbid the
Geneva deputation in the Federal Diet to vote for
it. From then on, the radicals used this argument
to win popular opinion. After an uprising, the
Council of State resigned, and a new Geneva
constitution, whose principles are still in force
today, was created in 1847.

Neutral Switzerland
As early as 1858, Geneva opened up to the
railways and, consequently, to tourism. At
the same time, Geneva became the cradle of
humanitarian law, thanks to the founding of the
International Committee of the Red Cross in
1863, under the aegis of Henri Dunant. In 1920,
Geneva became the headquarters of the League
of Nations and the International Labour Office
(ILO). In the fields of culture and science, Geneva
also experienced considerable growth during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Between
1876 and 1915, the University welcomed two
new faculties, that of Medicine and Economic
and Social Sciences.
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From the 1950s to the 1990s
After the difficult years of the economic crisis
and the war, the prosperity of the 1950s to
1975 transformed the lives of the people of
Geneva: cars, leisure, television, supermarkets
and so on. The post-war period in Switzerland
was also characterised by a desire to strengthen social welfare for the people. In 1946, the
old-age and survivors’ insurance was established, guaranteeing a pension for everyone,
and in 1972 it was reinforced by the three-pillar
system: Social security, occupational pension
and individual pension. In 1959, when the new
Federal Council was elected, a new distribution,
known as the “magic formula”, was introduced:
two seats in the Radical Party, the Christian
Democratic Party and the Socialist Party; and
one seat in the Agricultural Party, now known
as the Union démocratique du centre (UDC). In
international relations, Switzerland has for a long
time maintained its place outside the UN and
NATO, and claims strict neutrality. It became a
member of the Council of Europe in 1963 and
the European Free Trade Association in 1960,
created as a counterbalance to the original
EEC. At a time when communism is collap-

sing, Switzerland is facing a serious economic
crisis: unemployment is rising to more than
6%. Despite these disturbances, Swiss savings
are high, the country has a robust industry
and extensive banking areas. In December
1992, the Swiss people refused to join the
European Economic Area (EEA). In this voting
which was decisive for the future of Switzerland
and the European Union, the populist party of
the billionaire Christoph Blocher, the UDC, is
gaining ground. The refusal to the EEA was an
opportunity for the Swiss to reiterate that they
considered the European Union incompatible
with their direct democracy and with certain key
sectors of their economy. However, negotiations
with Brussels are continuing.

The years 2000
A new milestone was reached on 20 May 2000:
the Swiss accept 67.5% of bilateral agreements, enabling inter alia the free movement
of persons within the 15 European countries.
Switzerland joined the UN in 2002. In 20102011, Switzerland will follow in the footsteps
of UBS’s American clients, followed by the
French, some of whom are denounced by a
former employee of a Geneva subsidiary of the
British bank HSBC, and finally by Italians and
Germans. Under pressure from foreign governments, Switzerland is keeping a low profile and
banking secrecy is shrinking. Switzerland also
faces a strong franc, which makes it less and
less competitive. Today, most analysts say that
the country, which is historically neutral, must
now reinvent itself to get out of its isolation.
It must reinvent itself and increase its productivity, which will undoubtedly require reforms.
However, since 2015, it has remained among the
top 20 countries in terms of world economy (19 th
place). And its growth is accelerating in 2016. In
terms of trade and international trade, it remains
one of the most open countries (120% of GDP).
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On the very day of the Armistice on 11 November
1918, the most extremist socialist leaders in
Switzerland launched a general strike, which
was followed mainly by the railway workers and
PTT employees. Despite the failure of the strike,
it allows for the introduction of the 48-hour
week and old age insurance (implemented only
in 1947). The Treaty of Versailles, at the end of
the war, acknowledges Switzerland’s perpetual
neutrality in exchange for the abandonment of
the right to occupy Savoy in the event of the
conflict. The First World War created a gap
between the German Swiss, in favour of a victory
for Germany, and the French-speaking Swiss,
who wished to see France and its allies prevail.

Politics and economy
Politics

The organisation of power in Switzerland
is based on a federal system, consisting of
26 cantons, which are themselves divided into
communes and where the Federal Constitution
confers sovereignty to the people. The Canton
of Geneva is the 22nd canton to join the
Confederation on 19 May 1815. Since the birth
of this system in 1848, the ideas of political
organisation have rested on two pillars which at
first sight seem contradictory: a liberal political
system, favouring both individual and economic
freedoms, and a system of solidarity for the
integration of all citizens, from all political and
social strands, into the community. Political
life is therefore divided into three levels: the
Confederation, the cantons and the communes.
The cantons and the communes have a lot of
autonomy and can decide the functioning of
certain domains such as taxation. The cantons
participate in the decisions of the whole of
Switzerland. We must not forget that Switzerland
has the distinction of having four linguistic
regions and that federalism seems to be the
solution for a good national cohesion.

State structure
The Federal Government
The federal government has strong powers,
such as the military or foreign policy. Seven
people, elected by the Parliament (the Federal

Assembly), for an indefinite period, lead it.
Decisions are taken collegially, consensus is
more important than political alliances. It is a
system of concordance. Indeed, there is a separation of powers between the legislature (the
Federal Assembly), the executive (the Federal
Council) and the judiciary (the Federal Courts).

The Federal Assembly or Parliament
(legislative power)
The Federal Assembly is composed of two
Chambers: the National Council and the Council
of States. Both chambers have the same skills
and therefore the Swiss system is referred
to as the perfect bicameralism. Each Council
shall elect, for a period of one year, one of its
members to serve as Chair, another to serve
as First Vice-Chair, and a third to serve as
Second Vice-Chair.
The National Council represents the people.
It is composed of 200 national councillors (MPs)
elected by proportional suffrage every 4 years.
Each canton constitutes an electoral district that
elects at least one deputy, even if its population is
lower than the national average of 36,000 inhabitants (currently 36,000 for one seat).
The Council of States represents the cantons.
It consists of 46 State Councillors, divided into
two seats for each of the 20 cantons and one
seat for each of the six former half-cantons. The
method of appointing advisers is determined by
the legislation of each canton.

Direct democracy
The special feature of the Swiss political system is direct democracy, or rather semi-direct
democracy. For example, citizens are asked to vote about every three months on specific
topics, such as a new Immigration Act, social allowances, etc. Decrees are usually made
by elected officials, but anyone has the right to contradict these decisions and launch
a popular referendum. In fact, in Switzerland citizens have two instruments that enable
them to act on an act decided by the State: a referendum, which may be optional or
compulsory, and a popular initiative, which is the right of a fraction of the electorate to
initiate a procedure allowing the adoption, revision or repeal of a constitutional provision.
An optional referendum is an opportunity to discuss a law voted by the Federal Assembly.
To this end, 50,000 signatures must be collected within a period of 100 days. The
compulsory referendum, on the other hand, necessarily requires public consultation
in cases provided for by the Federal Constitution. It involves the double majority of the
population and cantons. These initiatives are frequently rejected because the majority of
the citizens and the cantonal administration do not have a majority of votes.
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The Federal Council (Executive power)

Federal Courts (Judiciary power)

At cantonal level
Each of the 26 cantons has its own constitution,
parliament, government and courts.
wwThe Constitution may be amended if the
people so request. Some areas are managed
solely at the cantonal level, such as education
(except for federal schools and universities),
health, social welfare, the organisation of justice,
police, transport and taxes and duties. Thus,
a teacher who has been trained in the canton
of Geneva cannot work in the canton of Vaud.
Only Defence, Customs, Foreign Affairs and
major infrastructure such as railways and
highway construction are barely delegated to
the government.
wwThe Parliament, known as the Grand
Council, is composed of 100 Members of
Parliament.
wwThe Government, known as the Council
of State, is composed of 8 members, bearing
the title of Councillors of States and are elected
for 4 years.

The communal powers
As in the case of the cantons towards the Federal
State, the communes of Geneva delegate only
certain prerogatives to the canton of Geneva. For
example, each municipality decides the amount
of taxes and duties that apply to its residents.
wwThe legislative power is assigned to the
Municipal Council. Its main tasks are the
acceptance of the budget and accounts, as

The Tour de l’Ile is the only remaining part of a castle
built in the 13th century by Aymon de Grandson
to protect Geneva from possible aggressors.

well as controlling the management of the
municipality. In the City of Geneva, this Council
has 80 members.
wwThe executive power is assumed by the
Administrative Council, which consists of
5 members for the City of Geneva (3 for the
communes) and they are elected for 4 years.
Each year, a member of this council is elected
mayor of the City.

A militia system
This militia system is unique to Switzerland,
and it reflects the willingness of citizens to
accept a public office in order to serve the
community. It is a tradition which is deeply rooted in the country. Its most famous
achievement is the army and then politics.
Not all members of Parliament do their job
as a trade, but in addition to their professional activity. Therefor, they do not receive
a salary but an allowance. The benefits: the
absence of political clans, the proximity
of the population and a greater diversity
among the leaders. It is also one of the
cheapest parliamentary systems of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD). This system
also includes some disadvantages, such
as a higher rate of absenteeism and difficulties in dealing with professional activity
and political investment.
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The executive power is represented by the
Federal Council, composed of 7 members (the
Federal Councillors), elected for 4 years by the
Federal Assembly, which generally re-elects
outgoing candidates if they wish to continue
their duties. Each Federal Councillor chairs one
of the seven federal departments corresponding
to the French ministries.
wwThe presidency of the Federal Council is
chaired by the President of the Confederation,
who is also elected by the Federal Assembly for a
year. Its role is mainly symbolic and in relation to
the media. Traditionally, federal councillors serve
as presidents in turn, depending on seniority.

The Federal Court, whose seat is in Lausanne,
is the supreme judicial authority of the
Confederation. It is accompanied by the Federal
Criminal Court and the Federal Administrative
Court. In addition, each canton has its own
judicial system, whose courts generally rule
in all areas.
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Parties
Government Parties
There are many political parties in Switzerland,
but it is necessary to distinguish between
government parties and those operating at the
cantonal level, or even temporary parties created
during a vote (scouting). The government parties
are the Socialist Party (PS), the Christian
Democratic Party (PDC), the Radical Democratic
Party (PRD) and the Central Democratic Union
(UDC), which together represent about 80 per
cent of the electorate. Since these parties are
all small parties, there is no real opposition
force in Switzerland.

A Year of Success for the CWM
The Mouvement Citoyens Genevois is a populist
political party in the canton of Geneva and
since its creation in 2005, many Genevans
are worried about its success. The speech of
this party calls for the priority to the inhabitants of Geneva concerning employment, while

denying any xenophobia and adherence to the
left or the right However, the critics of the GCM
consider this party to be extremely right-wing,
pointing out that it is totally inept to establish a
direct link between the rate of cross-borders
workers in Geneva and the canton’s unemployment rate. 2011 is undoubtedly the year of
success for the MCG. Indeed, the party wins
the municipal legislative elections by having
73 elected representatives in 16 communes,
compared to 12 elected representatives in
3 communes in the previous elections in 2007.
In 2013, the MCG attracted a lot of attention
due to its posters with violent remarks against
cross-border residents: “Genevans’ ennemies.
Cross-border is enough”. A campaign led by the
famous Eric Stauffer who is publicly known for
his defamatory words. In 2016, the initiative
launched by the Movement against the Border
fund system will not go further. The border
funds are transferred by the Canton of Geneva
to the neighbouring departments and are used,
in particular, by the French municipalities to
improve infrastructures and mobility.

Economy
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The economy of Geneva which is resolutely open
to the outside world, like the national economy,
is doing well despite the financial crisis of
2009. The lack of natural resources does not
prevent the Swiss economy from being among

the most efficient in the world. The industrial,
watchmaking, financial and pharmaceutical
sectors play an important role and the business
environment, with its attractive taxation, flexible
administration and human resources, attracts
foreign companies, particularly French ones.
It should be noted that today, the Swiss economy
is prosperous thanks to continuous migration.
Indeed, it owes its watchmaking to the French
who arrived massively after the revocation of
the Edict of Nantes in 1685 and the banking
characteristics to Italians. From 1750 onwards,
it was Vaudois and Neuchâtel residents who
settled in Geneva to work in the construction
industry. Geneva is also oriented towards international organisations, many of which have their
headquarters in Geneva.

Main resources
A dominant tertiary sector
The Canton of Geneva’s economy is strongly
focused on high value-added services: finance,
insurance, health, consulting and training.
Geneva also has major industrial activities,
particularly in the micro-mechanics, electronics,
watchmaking and medical technology sectors.
In 2017, the difficulties of the watchmaking
industry seem to be coming to an end. Some of
Hotel de Ville, Baudet Tower.
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the main employers in the Canton are the large
retail groups Migros and Coop, the multinational
company Procter & Gamble and the privately
owned perfume company Firmenich. It should
also be noted that some international trading
companies, such as Essent Group which is
a leader in electricity brokerage and Addax
Petroleum, are booming.

A natural French presence
Surrounded by borders, Geneva is an obvious
destination for French companies. We can
thus see the presence of trading structures
for consumer goods in luxury goods and the
agri-food sector, companies established in the
financial sector and, above all, in insurance.
The major French groups for luxury also also
want to collaborate with the watchmaking
sector to benefit from Swiss know-how and
the label Swiss Made. The hotel chains such
as Accor group complete the already flourishing
Geneva hotel park. Geneva also attracts many
cross-border workers. In 2016, there were
1042 72 cross-border workers (G licence)
working in the canton, 74% of whom came
from Haute-Savoie, 19% from Ain and 7% from
other departments. At national level, growth
reached 3.5%. At the end of the second quarter
of 2017, 87,005 foreign border residents were
active in the canton, that is 27% of the total
at national level.

The role of tourism
Described as the smallest of the major metropolises, Geneva is faithful to its tradition as a
pioneer in tourism, and has an obvious natural
potential that it use well, like Switzerland.
Indeed, its location in the heart of Europe
attracts leisure tourism on one hand, but above
all it attracts business tourism due to its position

as a crossroads as a financial and economic
centre. During the Geneva weeks there are
congresses and seminars. Business tourism
represents 75 to 80% of Geneva’s tourism due to
the many international organisations that Geneva
hosts on its territory. It stands out as a UN and
diplomatic capital, which promotes international
interactions. Furthermore, the development
of the TGV, but also the cultural offer, favour
short stays in Geneva, often lasting a weekend.
In summer, leisure tourism takes over. It is
a privileged destination for Middle Eastern
countries during the summer months. Geneva
has all the advantages of a big city (culture,
shopping, seaside, gastronomy, financial centre
and international meetings...) but still has a
human dimension that has made it peaceful
to live and visit.

Current issues
Sustainable fight against the strong
Swiss franc
The Swiss franc has long been a safe haven,
because of the great prosperity of the Swiss
economy in comparison with those of the
European Union member countries, but also
of America. As a result, the Swiss currency has
in recent years gained more and more value.
During the summer of 2011, the dollar even
fell below the franc and the Swiss currency
approached parity with the euro. To counter this
raising of the franc, which makes Switzerland
less and less competitive, the NBS (Banque
Nationale Suisse) has bought foreign currency
in unlimited quantities to stabilize the exchange
rate to 1.20 for one euro. Although this measure
helps to avoid a major economic crisis in the
short term, no solution for the future has yet
been laid down by the Swiss authorities.
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Following Switzerland’s refusal to ratify the Agreement on the European Economic Area,
or EEA, by referendum in 1992, the Swiss Federal Council began a series of bilateral
negotiations with the European Union. These led to the signing of bilateral agreements
in 1999. These agreements mainly concern the opening of reciprocal market. They deal
about seven specific sectors: the free movement of people, technical barriers to trade,
public procurement, agriculture, air and land transport and Swiss participation in EU
research programmes. All these agreements, which were approved by 67.2% of Swiss
voters in 2000, were effective in 2002. In 2001, Switzerland and the European Union
decided to open new bilateral negotiations on 10 topics. The topics of taxation of savings
and the fight against fraud correspond to requests from the EU, the topic of the Schengen
and Dublin conventions to a request from Switzerland. Bilateral Agreements II are signed in
2004. In general, the Swiss prefer current cooperation in the form of bilateral agreements
with the EU rather than genuine membership, mainly for economic reasons.

Arts and culture
Media
w
20 MINUTES
10, rue de l’Arquebuse
& +41 22 839 86 86
www.20minutes.ch
publicite@20minutes.ch
Free newspaper and Website
This free newspaper is available in the morning
for the local people, who quickly scan the news,
sports and people section. It is also available
almost everywhere. It is a bit like the “people”
news of the current events in Geneva.
w
BOLERO
www.boleromagazin.ch
Swiss magazine about fashion and culture.
10 issues per year. 8 CHF (124 pages)
This special magazine for active women is
rather high-range and deals with subjects such
as beauty, fashion, culture, design, escape, art
and travel, and also fooding. The tone, a bit
impertinent, is always humorous. You will find
inspiration in your beautiful woman’s life! You
can subscribe to the newsletter.
w
CAMPAGNON.CH
www.espace-terroir.ch/campagnon.php
contact@espace-terroir.ch
Touristic map of the countryside of Geneva.
This guide is made for those who love walking
in the countryside which is a few steps from
the town. The site of Espace Terroir offers a
downloadable map listing farm accommodation,
camping sites, rural lodgings... as well as cycling
or hiking trails, picnic areas, Vita trails... The
map “Campagnon” is available in the Geneva
Tourism & Congress and TPG agencies. It is
very useful for those who like local products
and green tourism.
w
COLOR MY GENEVA
www.colormygeneva.ch
info@colormygeneva.ch
Website on news, events and about what is
new in Geneva.
A team of dynamic young people who love their
city and who want to share its attractiveness
with you. Internet website especially dedicated
to urban and contemporary culture, where you
can follow the news through their agenda of new
events in the region and the latest gossip, or
even the bonuses from the editorial team which
are often good tips that are very well chosen.

Have a look when you don’t know how to spend
your free time or to fully enjoy the cultural
richness of Geneva!

w
GHI
22, avenue du Mail
& +41 22 807 22 11
www.ghi.ch – info@ghi.ch
Tram: 15 - 12, bus: 1
(stop Ecole de Médecine)
Free weekly newspaper, distributed on
Wednesdays and Thursdays in mailboxes.
Printing: 260,000 copies and 8,000 copies
distributed in trams and buses.
It can be considered as the best of small ads
or “the wise newspaper” in Geneva! One of
the most read local newspapers in Geneva.
There are always offers for real estate, events,
motorcycles, teaching, job offers and especially
small ads of individuals. Many people in Geneva
are impatient to read the latest edition so as to
see the latest sparkling news. But the content
also includes 40% of editorial, well-documented
files on travel, articles related to Geneva life and
a cultural agenda.
w
LÉMAN BLEU TÉLÉVISION
10 route des Jeunes
& +41 22 309 43 21
www.lemanbleu.ch
info@lemanbleu.ch
Geneva television is a local channel dealing
with micro-local subjects and films on different
characters. It has 235,000 viewers for its weekly
audition. They are concerned to talk to viewers
about what touches them. It targets news,
sports, culture, politics, economy, weather
forecast and helps you to stay up to date on
all outings and events in Geneva and its region.
w
LE MATIN
& +41 21 349 49 49
www.lematin.ch
Daily newspaper. 3 CHF from Monday to
Saturday.
This is the number 1 of the daily newspapers
in Switzerland. This newspaper is recognizable
to the big picture on the front page. You read
it quickly thanks to its short articles. Mainly
focused on news in brief and sports, it, however,
addresses the national and international news.
High tech, economy, leisure sections enrich the
edition. On Sunday, we find ltv as well as Femina,
a magazine for women with ideas for outings.
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w
ONE FM
33 rue des Bains
& +41 848 807 807 / +41 848 107 107
www.onefm.ch – contact@onefm.ch
Frequency: 107 FM.
This radio is for youngsters and is number
one in Geneva! One FM is a private radio that
promotes the discovery of latest tubes, musical
and people news, welcomes guests, broadcasts
anecdotes and entertainment but also local news
and media. They broadcast in a good mood
all the time. In addition to musical programs
such as Club’inSide and the Happy Hour, the
radio cuts its program from Monday to Friday
until 4.00 p.m. in three time slots chronicles
which are often humorous or satirical in One
Team 6h-9h and every Friday morning an “ecochronicle”; good deals, outings and news from
9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.; the best hits of One
FM from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. And to finish
the day with good trendy music, Maximum
Hit Musik accompany you from 4.00 p.m. to
8.00 p.m.! One FM participates in many events
in Geneva, like the Lake Parade with its travelling
dance floor! As the radio says, it is the radio
of positive waves!
w
LA TRIBUNE DE GENÈVE
& +41 22 322 40 00
www.tdg.ch
Daily newspaper. Price: 3,40 CHF on weekdays,
4 CHF on Saturday (TV Cinema guide).

La Tribune is the number one paid daily
newspaper in Geneva. It is the newspaper of
French-speaking Swiss and it was founded
in 1869. Its name “La Tribune” comes from
the readings of Louis Vuarin during his stay
in America. Every day there are articles on:
reports on local, regional and global news.
A whole leaflet deals with local news only.
Its columns open up to national and international news, with an emphasis on sports and
cultural offers. Supplements are added to the
newspaper – like Femina which is about fashion,
beauty, people and leisure news. Once a month,
La Tribune des Arts offers a very comprehensive overview of auctions such as Swiss and
foreign exhibitions. La Tribune is very active on
the Internet by offering continuous news, blogs,
images, podcasts, videos...

w
YES FM
12 route des Jeunes
& +41 22 818 85 11
www.yesfm.ch
contact@yesfm.ch
Frequency: 91.8 FM.
It is the radio station of Lake Geneva Basin and
formerly Radio Lac. It broadcasts hits from the
80s, reggae, RnB, all the great hits of the last
decades and the most famous pop hits.The
musical periods are punctuated by games,
practical topics, musical news, interviews or
chronicles. Among the broadcasts, there are
“I love Music”, “Yes Kapad” with electro-ethnic
sound. And also news events and live broadcasts
of the Geneva-Servette Hockey Club matches.
Thematic radio webs are available on the site
including Yes Latino, Yes Dance, Yes France,
Yes Hip Hop, Yes Disco…
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3rd part of the Fresco of Peace in front of the UN.

w
MÉTÉO GENÈVE
www.meteo-geneve.ch
Website
The meteorological site of Geneva and its region.
Topics: Headlines, weather station, news...

Local cuisine
Fondue and rösti are an integral part of Swiss
culture and you will find some restaurants in
Geneva where you can enjoy them. However,
each canton has its own specialities, and those
of the canton of Geneva will not disappoint
anyone! Meals follow the same order and are
taken at the same times as French meals, but

are not designated in the same way (except in
hotels which adapt to an international clientele);
thus, you do not take a breakfast but a lunch,
you dine at noon and you have supper at dinner
time. For greater clarity and to preserve the
consistency of the guide, we will keep the usual
international name.

Typical products
Meat and fish
wwThe longeole is one of Canton’s culinary
prides which is produced mainly in winter and
benefiting from the PGI designation. The oldest
known recipe of this pork sausage dates back
to late 19th century. This one describes a
longeole composed of pork meat, jowl bacon
and/or nape of the neck, raw rind seasoned with
salt, pepper and fennel seeds (sometimes with
garlic and shallots). It must be poached 2h30
to 3 hours in simmering water for tenderizing
the meat, and so that it soaks itself with the
gelatinous juices of the rind.
wwIn Lake Geneva, they fish for “féra”, and
they eat the whole fish, as fillets, as smoked
fish and in the form of mousse or terrine. As
well as perch, trout, pike and a little more rarely,
arctic charr and crayfish.
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Agricultural products
wwThe spiny cardoons of the plain of Plainpalais
is the only vegetable to have an AOC. They were
introduced in Geneva by market gardeners from
the south of France, following the revocation of
the Edit de Nantes. The Roman people already
knew the vegetable which is called cardoon.
The most cultivated variety in Geneva is the
silver-coloured spiny cardoon of Plainpalais,
which is only grown here.
wwThe “poire à rissoles” is an ancient variety
that has ended up in oblivion. As it is too hard
to be chewed, it cannot be eaten raw and
requires a cooking time of about 2 hours and
a reduction in compote. It is used as the basis
for the preparation of a short pastry filling baked
in the oven: the famous «rissoles genevoises».
This variety is attracting new interest from both
consumers and producers.

Cheese dishes
wwMalakoff is a delicious cheese and egg
doughnut, introduced in the canton of Geneva
at the end of the 19th century. There are many
Malakoff restaurants on the coast between
Geneva and Lausanne.
wwFondue is a Swiss speciality from the region
of Gruyère. A few Geneva restaurants will
offer one of its two recipes. In fact, there is
a difference between the «half-half» fondue,
which consists of a clever mixture of vacherin
and mountain gruyère, and the «pure vacherin»,
which is more solid. A little tip: avoid drinking
cold water while tasting it as it could harden the
cheese burning in the stomach and complicate
digestion. Finally, don’t hesitate to taste
what everyone is craving for at the end, the
Religieuse.
wwRaclette is a Swiss speciality from the canton
of Valais. As its name suggests, it is enjoyed

Rodizio Gaucho.
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Pinot noir,
Chardonnay,
Pinot meunier ...
DISCOVERING GENEVA

A rich array of grape varieties
and unique sparkling wines.
lesvinsdegeneve.ch

by scraping cheese, cow’s milk. In Geneva,
it is honoured during local festivals.
wwThe cheese crust consists of a thick slice
of toasted bread, soaked in white wine and
covered with cheese. It can be accompanied
with an egg or a slice of ham on top.
wwThe vacherin Mont d’Or which originally
comes from the canton of Jura, is widespread
in the canton of Geneva. Soft cheese with a
creamy consistency, it is put in a spruce strap
and can be eaten by spoonful, hot or cold.

wwBircher müesli is a Swiss recipe that is
popular all over the world. A natural product
with a high wheat germ content, with cereals
and fruit flakes. To be enjoyed with milk, yogurt
and fresh fruit.
wwRicola’s herb sweets are internationally
renowned and are produced in the canton of
Basel-Landschaft. Its recipe is carefully kept
in a safe, protected from potential competitors.

Desserts and Treats

wwTap water is of excellent quality in Geneva,
but it will happen that some restaurants refuse
to give you a carafe for free. It will then be
necessary to order a bottle of Henniez, the last
source of mineral water which was bought back
in 2007 by Nestlé.
wwAnther popular drink in all of Switzerland:
Rivella. This kind of whey-based lemonade
is available in different colours: red, blue
(no sugar), and green (with green tea
extracts).
wwWith its 1 400 hectares of vineyards, the
Canton of Geneva produces quality wines and
more and more organic wines. The best known
are Chasselas, Chardonnay, Aligoté, Gamay,
Pinot Noir, Gamaret, Garanoir and Merlot.

wwBricelets, sweetened or with cumin, are
a kind of thin and crispy waffles, baked in a
waffle iron.
wwFigasses are small cakes with various fruits
prepared in the Geneva countryside for local
festivals.
wwPavés are small cubes of soft chocolate
covered with a thin layer of cocoa. They were
invented in the 1930s by Genevan chocolate
makers.
wwPrune pie is traditionally enjoyed during
the Jeûne Genevois, which takes place on
the Thursday following the first Sunday in
September.

Beverages
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The wines from the Canton of Geneva
The canton of Geneva which is the third canton of wine-growing in Switzerland with
1,400 ha of vineyards, produces 11 million litres a year! This wine-growing area of 2
000 years old benefits from assets like sandy soil which sometimes is even clay soil, and
a mild climate. After a climax in the eighteenth century and a very difficult period in the
nineteenth century (with the stiff competition of French wines and the phylloxera disease),
the Geneva vineyard is recovering and developing wines of high lineage. Since 1988, an
AOC (Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée) has recognized their products. Traditionally they
produced chasselas white wines and red wines from gamay but Geneva wines are also
trying to innovate by establishing new varieties of grapes: white Chardonnay, white and
gray Pinot, Viognier, Gewürztraminer among others for white wines, black Pinot, Garamet
or Garanoir, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet franc for red wines. The famous black Gamaret
grape variety was obtained from a cross between Gamay and Reichensteiner in the 1970s, in
Pully (canton of Vaud), and its production is confidential, since it is limited to the vineyards
planted around Lake Geneva.
There are new Geneva specialities, vinified from grape varieties such as Petit Arvine, Savagnin
and Nebbiolo. Today, the Geneva estate has 95 cellars - even the State of Geneva has a
winery - and half of Swiss organic wines ripens in the canton. These wines are appreciated
by both amateurs and professionals (considerable menu in many quality restaurants) and
are the pride of the Canton of Geneva. Events, entertainment, tastings and wine-tasting
courses are organised all year round to help people discover Geneva’s wine-growing
industry and to promote it (Festival of grape harvest in Russin, open Caves...).
Website: www.lesvinsdegeneve.ch/en

Recipes
Mère Royaumes soup pot
This recipe, dedicated to Mère Royaume who
became famous for opposing the Savoyard
invasion in 1602 by emptying her soup pot on
the invaders, is intended for 5 people.
wwIngredients: 500 g of bacon, 1 kg of
potatoes, 1 large onion, 3 leeks, 150 g of rice.
wwPreparation: put the bacon in a pot with 4
litres of salt water. Peel, wash and then chop
the potatoes, onion and leeks. Season the
preparation and put it on the fire. When boiling,
skim the mixture and cook gently for 2 hours.
Remove the bacon once cooked and, 25 minutes
before serving, add the rice. Finally, cut the
bacon into thin slices and either leave it in the
pan or serve it separately.

Veal fricandeau à la genevoise
wwIngredients (for 5 persons): 1 kg of veal
loin, 200 g fat bacon, 100 g bacon, 4 dl of white
wine, pepper, salt and flour.
wwPreparation: slice 1 kg of veal loin with
200 g of fat bacon and season with salt and
pepper. After frying the bacon, add the meat,
with fat and a large spoonful of flour. Brown
the preparation in the oven, sprinkling it often

with water. Then add the white wine. Once
cooked, remove the meat from the oven and
reduce the sauce to its normal consistency. You
can accompany the meat with pasta.

Genevan Rissoles
wwIngredients (for 4 persons): 1 kg of pears,
100 g of raisins, a lemon, rum, short pastry,
1 egg.
wwPreparation: peel the pears and cut them
finely. Then cook them in a little water until the
consistency is soft and there is almost no water
left in your pan. Meanwhile, soak a handful of
raisins in warm water. After crushing the pears
and adding in the initial preparation, a little
sugar, the zest and juice of half a lemon, add
the drained grapes to the pan. You can also
add some cinnamon. Cook this marmalade until
you reach the right texture and perfume it with
a little rum before letting everything cool down.
Then prepare the short pastry by cutting it into
a circle, using a glass for example. Fill the rings
with marmalade, add the dough to the egg and
place the mixture in a hot oven for 15 minutes.
Serve warm.
wwReference: Lamotte, Jean, Les Fumets du
Terroir genevois, Geneva, Slatkine, 2000.

Celebrations

March
w
ARCHIPEL
8, rue de la Coulouvrenière
& +41 22 329 42 42 - www.archipel.org
Contemporary music festival. From end of March
to early April.
Geneva is a city that expresses itself, music
is everywhere and Festival Archipel offers
today’s music programmed in various places:
Conservatory, radio, theatre, Victoria Hall…
Each year, since 1989, Archipel follows the
evolution of contemporary music. This festival
is interested in all forms of musical creation:
theatrical and multimedia works, improvisation,
electro-acoustic music and sound installations. It
welcomes the greatest contemporary composers
(Carter, Harvey, Ligeti, etc.) from all over the
world. Archipel attracts a growing international
and inter-generational audience. It also offers a
very wide range of musical varieties.
w
SALON INTERNATIONAL DE L’AUTO
Palexpo
30, route François-Peyrot
& +41 22 761 11 11

www.salon-auto.ch - info@palexpo.ch
International Motor Show, everything is going
well for this mythical motor show! This fair
brings everyone together: amateurs and future
owners of beautiful cars, admiring children and
manufacturers who are proud to present their new
range! It is above all the international show which
is in the top 5 car manufacturers! Whether it is
a Sunday family outing or an important meeting
for the initiated and passionate, this show is a
real reference in the industry. Each year it is a
real success with 700,000 visitors who are here
to discover over a hundred novelties, and more
than 900 cars. Luxury, dream and also beautiful
hostesses to present these cars! Manufacturers
from all over the world and not less than 220 stands
which invite you to discover the trends, alternative
technologies and the design of the evolution of
automotive. A hall is dedicated to the Swiss
industry of suppliers and accessories-creators.
You will discover many stands, entertainment
and competitions during your visit. You will enjoy
seeing beautiful cars and may be, choose your
brand new car.

w
VOIX DE FÊTE
13 Vautier
& + 41 22 307 10 40
www.voixdefete.com
The 20th edition will take place from March
19th to March 25th, 2018. 6-days pass to the
Festival: 110 CHF. Some concerts are free. Per
show, from 12 CHF to 45 CHF.
Voix de Fête symbolizes the festival of musical
Francophonie. Many singers will be in town
for one week and will perform in about fifteen
places. A musical diversity that highlights the
trends and innovations of francophone artists. An
all-style and very extensive programming, which
attracts all audiences with about 15,000 spectators each year. It’s a popular event where the
most beautiful voices celebrate! This initiative
is supported in particular by Chat noir (association and club) which, through its extensive
experience of concerts and shows, can find and
promote talents and future talents.
Music, words and the sharing of all these atmospheres encourage interactions and well-being,
so let’s sing the choruses with those artists!
This festival promotes francophone culture.
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Contemporary Geneva a cosmopolitan city with
an international influence, hosts numerous
quality events and festivities which delight
diverse audiences (sportsmen, gastronomes,
music lovers, amateurs of shows and art, fans
of the underground scene, etc.). Geneva and its
neighbour Carouge, historical headquarters of
Geneva’s festive evenings, is the birthplace of
numerous cultural and sporting events wich also
take place outside the capital, from the towns of
the canton to neighbouring France. Major events,
festivals, entertainment and unusual events are
organised all year round, especially in summer
during sunny days when people can fully enjoy
urban spaces and parks which are enhanced
by the beauty of the exceptional environment
around Lake Geneva and the Rhone. The city
of Geneva devotes major effort to support free
public events and the associations that organize
them. A unique opportunity for visitors to take
the pulse of a city and a canton which know
how to combine tradition and avant-garde, for
the benefit of many people.
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April
w
SALON DU LIVRE ET DE LA PRESSE
Palexpo
30, route François-Peyrot
& +41 22 761 11 11
www.salondulivre.ch
info@salondulivre.ch
By train: Geneva Airport SBB Airport. By car:
motorway, direction Airport-Palexpo. TPG:
lines 5, 23, 28, F and Y
The 31st show takes place from April 25th to
April 29th, 2018. Every day from 9.30 a.m.
to 7.00 p.m., except on Friday: at night until
9.30 p.m. Rates: free for under 26 years old.
Adults 12 CHF.
Even if multimedia is the tendency, there are still
more and more authors who write books. Books
are still appreciated and this exhibition is famous
for French-language editions. This meeting is
an important one and exists since some years.
It has improved over the years to become the
most important Swiss fair with 820 publishing
houses and nearly 100,000 visitors in 2017.
It is a meeting platform where you discover
literary creations, readings, literature. More than
1,200 speakers, including journalists, authors
and publishers, lead this great assembly of
books and media. You can enjoy the great art
exhibition, the Arab Culture Pavilion, the “crime
scenes” and the “travel corner”, and for those
who are greedy, there are “cookbooks” and
of course the “Swiss books” corner. As the
authors are on site, you can have dedications
and attend conferences or writing workshops
that are held in the fair. Salon du livre et de la
presse is the spring meeting place for various
groups and cultural enthusiasts. Everyone will
surely be pleased and will buy many books to
enjoy in summer.

May
w
PRINTEMPS CAROUGEOIS
Carouge
& +41 22 307 89 75
& +41 22 307 89 87
www.printemps-carougeois.ch
At the beginning of May during 2 weeks. Tickets
on sale at the entrance of the shows. Or on
sale at Carouge “Carouge at your service” 24,
Jacques-Dalphin Street, ground floor. Normal
rate 15 CHF. Reduced rate: 8. CHF.
This city promotes culture and its sharing to
a great number of people. Carouge comes
out of winter and wakes us up its inhabitants
with a beautiful cultural and artistic program
to celebrate the arrival of spring and renewal.
The city, which has organized the event for
more than 10 years, wants culture to be acces-

sible to all. The festival is above all a place
of exchange, of discovery where your spirit
will open up to varied artistic worlds, such as
plays, concerts, workshops, shows for young
audiences. The culture is slipping everywhere
and in an ephemeral way, in many cultural and
symbolic places such as the theatre of Carouge,
the Temple Square, the organic cinema and
among traders. A wide variety of expression
in the schedule which improves each year.

w
FÊTE DE L’ESPOIR
Stade du Bout-du-Monde
12, route de Vessy
www.espoir.ch
pimisa@bluewin.ch
The 20th edition will take place on the last
Saturday of May 2018. Concerts, workshops,
exhibitions, children’s games free of charge
and for all audiences.
How can we not believe and share this humanist
philosophy, this faith in tolerance, sharing and
reconciliation among all? It is the ultimate goal
of this festival of hope. Bringing together a whole
population around a great musical festival,
offering an exceptional and accessible day to
everybody. It was the dream of the association
“Pour y croire encore” which works to bring
together many personalities from the artistic
world (music, literature, cinema, media, science,
economics, politics) around a great musical
show, numerous entertainment and a multicultural atmosphere. Today, this great popular and
free event is recognized and has become a huge
success with more than 50,000 participants
every year. Its aims at bringing together artists
from different horizons and on that day Geneva
becomes the capital of hope. The stadium
Du Bout du Monde turn into an artistic and
playful platform to become a great field of
inter-generational encounters and exchanges.
Visitors can enjoy the premises from 2.00 p.m.
to 2.00 a.m. In the afternoon: introduction to
rock climbing, concerts, make-up, competitions,
games, giant screen and gala match with the
participation of famous artists, new stars... As
from 5.00 p.m., national and international artists
perform on stage, from 15 to 30 min each. The
programming is very broad and of very good
quality. There were performers like Arcadian,
Mosimann, sanseverino, Raphaël, MC Solaar
(a regular performer) and many others. Artists
generously perform to support this initiative.
The organisational costs are partly financed
by the sale of snacks and drinks on site. This
project was carried out due to the support of
the city of Geneva and some Geneva companies.
A rhythmic atmosphere that is really worth the
visit! Celebrating hope in an artistic way by
creating sharing is to guarantee solidarity and
to feel united in our differences.

CELEBRATIONS

w
LA VILLE EST A VOUS
Service de l’Agenda 21 – Ville durable
Rue de l’Hôtel-de-Ville 5
& +41 22 418 95 36
www.ville-ge.ch/lavilleestavous
lavilleestavous.a21@ville-ge.ch
Street Festival in several parts of Geneva. From
May to end of September. Free admission. For
every public.
A beautiful initiative where the inhabitants
of Geneva organise a festival in their locality.
They are in charge of the public square where
they organise a popular festival which aims at
gathering everybody and creating proximity
among neighbours. This citizen dynamic gives
rise to a convivial entertainment with magic
shows, concerts, creative workshops, etc.
Everyone works together and of course they
invite passers-by and travellers to discover
their programming. They have a good time
sharing together, laughing, and interacting!
And of course, visitors are welcome.

June
w
BOL D’OR MIRABAUD
Cercle de la Voile SNG Société Nautique
de Genève
Port Noir
Cologny & +41 22 707 05 00
www.boldormirabaud.com
info@boldormirabaud.ch
Regatta on Lake Léman: mid-June 2018. You
can attend the departure of the sailing ships;
and the start of the race on the 2 starting lines.
It is the mythical regatta of Lake Leman. Created in
1939 with 26 boats, it is today the most important
European sailing regatta in an enclosed lake.
Organised by Cercle de la Voile de la Société
Nautique de Genève (SNG), it is open to the general
public. Each year, competitors from all over Europe
meet on the starting line: 3,000 participants,
around 500 monohull and multihull yachts are
registered (350 at the finish line before the end
of the race or much less depending on the years).
A 66.5 nautical miles (123 km) round trip from
Geneva to Bouveret and back. A maximum of
30 hours of racing (between 5 hours 01 min and
19 hours 33 min for the fastest, depending on
the year and wind). The winner in real time wins
the Bol d’ Or, which is put back in play each year,
unless it is won 3 times in five years by the same
owner. 3 boats have completed this challenge
in more than 70 years! There are prestigious
participants who are famous now in the history
of the regatta: Eric Tabarly in 1994 and more
recently Russell Couts in 2006 (triple winner
of America’ s Cup), or even Alain Gauthier and
Michel Desjoyaux in 2009. In 2016, Xavier Revil
ends the regatta in 8 hours 31 minutes.
Beyond the prowess of navigation and the
performance of boats, the lake is also decorated
with multiple colours. It is beautiful and impressive to watch!
wwIdea to follow the race: opt for a cruise
with CGN from Geneva to Tour du Lac and you
will be safely in the heart of the regatta and in
the front row.

July
w
MUSIQUES EN ÉTÉ
& +41 800 418 418 / +41 22 418 36 18
www.musiquesenete.ch
culture@ville-ge.ch
In July and August 2018. Show held in several
places: the yard of the city hall, Victoria Hall and
Scene Ella Fitzgerald. Tickets on sale on the Web
site or at the Tourist Office of Geneva, Geneva
City. Rates: Normal 30 CHF /40 CHF. Reduced
30 CHF /15 CHF. Standing 10 CHF.

DISCOVERING GENEVA

w
HARMONY GENÈVE MARATHON
FOR UNICEF
www.harmonygenevemarathon.com
info@genevemarathon.org
The 14th edition takes place on 5 and 6 May
2018. 8 races during the weekend. Registrations
on line. Several races: marathon, relay marathon
(4-6 people), semi-marathon, semi-wheel chair
marathon, 10 km open to runners and walkers,
The Genevoise (6.5 km women’s race) and Junior
races (1 to 5 km for 6-15 year olds).
Eight races entertain Geneva for the
weekend. It is an international city and is also
famous for sport as the marathon welcomes
120 participating nationalities. Run to promote
a cause is the mission of Geneva’s Harmony
Marathon, which rallies for UNICEF. There are
eight races: the marathon and relay-marathon (42 km), the semi-marathon (21 km), the
Genevoise which is only for women (5 km), the
junior races (1 to 3 km), the team-marathon
and the handbike-chair (20 km). On Saturday
7 there is a bonus; the 10 kilometres at night in
the countryside and town. In short, all amateur
or professional sportsmen and women will
be satisfied. These races encourage sustainable development and the organisers are
committed to respect the environment. The
Geneva Marathon for UNICEF is one of the
most important event of the region’s sporting
calendar, with its magnificent trails running
through Geneva’s countryside and the harbour.
Those who love running come from all over
the world for this event. A fine step for a good
cause where you will discover how Geneva can
be helpful and tolerant.
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You can enjoy music during the two months of
summer. It is of great importance for the city
to promote culture for all. Musiques en été is
one of the most important parts of Geneva’s
summer musical programme which consists
of not less than 36 concerts. A wide variety of
classical music, jazz and opera concerts are held
in exceptional places in Geneva. Whether it is in
a green setting in the heart of Grange Park, on
the stage of Ella Fitzgerald (Coloured Music),
at Victoria Hall (special concerts) or in the yard
of the Town Hall (classical and summer jazz).
There are all styles of music: classical, jazz,
cosmopolitan, orchestras… Quality concerts
by renowned artists and new stars. Musical
intermingling which shines all over Geneva.
A great way to spend your summer evenings
sharing the musical works of musicians, of
pop, jazz or soul music. In case of bad weather,
everybody gathers at Alhambra and sometimes
at Victoria Hall.

August
w
CIRQUE KNIE
Plaine de Plainpalais
& +41 848 56 43 26 / +41 900 800 800 119
www.knie.ch
h.scheller@knie.ch
Bus 1, 25, 28 Cirque stop
Circus shows from end of August to midSeptember 2018. 100th edition in 2018. No
reservation of tickets by phone. Sale online by
Ticketcorner or in various retail outlets: Manor,
Coop, the Post office, CHF, etc or at the entrance
of the Circus. Ticket prices: from 15.70 CHF to
75 CHF. Free for children of 0-3 years old, on
the knees of their parents. Possibility to organize
corporate events.
It is the most important event for the new school
year! Over the years, we never get bored of
this event. It is as if the Knie family is part of
our family too. The professionals know how to
make you dream and to attract you for more
than an hour of show in an enchanted world
where animals and humans give the best of
themselves to make this moment a magical
one. It is a real institution and a magical event
every year. For 2 weeks, the plain of Plainpalais
fully enjoys very creative shows which respect
both the artists and the animals. This circus is a
tradition. The Knie family has perpetuated this
art for eight generations (1803). Knie Circus
deserves to be named as Swiss National Circus
and always receives a standing ovation in the
39 cities where it deploys its travelling arena.
The settings, the lights, costumes and scenarios
of each show will drive you in an atmosphere of

dreams and imagination and amaze both children
and adults! For our greatest pleasure, horses,
zebras but also acrobats, trapezists, jugglers
and clowns delight the public with their talent.
wwNote that since 2015, the Knie family has
decided with great emotion not to present any
show with elephants in order to ensure their
well-being.
wwVisit the zoo: horses, ponies, zebras, lamas,
camels, goat.

w
SWISS NATIONAL DAY
www.ville-geneve.ch
On August 1st.
The traditional Swiss National day commemorates on August 1st every year, the birth
of the Confederation by the alliance between
the cantons of Uri, Schwytz and Unterwald in
August 1291 in the meadow of Grütli (close to
the Quatre-Cantons lake). Celebrated by the
Swiss for only a century, the patriotic feast is in
full swing in every Swiss municipality. Geneva
and the towns of its canton celebrate their
membership to the Swiss Confederation and
bear the red flags with white cross. Speeches,
candlelight parades, patriotic spectacle and
joyful fireworks animate Geneva and its surrounding areas. There are also the Swiss traditions,
alive and well, such as the fight of the Queens
(Swiss cows of the Hurens race), a city of
another canton as guest of honor and musical
groups of other cultures (African, Gypsy…).
Being an open window to the world while
remaining anchored in tradition, is the aim of
this feast. An open window to the world while
maintaining its national vocation. In Geneva it is
also the launch of the Geneva Celebrations after
the pre-holidays period that animates the harbor
in the end of Léman Lake. It is customary, as in
France, to light up the sky with fireworks. On
the other hand, the famous Geneva fireworks
will be fired later in August.

September
w
LA BATIE – FESTIVAL DE GENEVE
& + 41 22 738 19 19
www.batie.ch – info@batie.ch
The 41st edition takes place from 1 to
16 September 2018. Information and ticket on
sale from August 28 to September 16,2018,
every day from 12.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. Normal
price for festival ticket: 100 CHF, reduced rate:
70 CHF (student, AVS, AI, unemployed, annual
unireso subscription). Free shuttle bus for
different shows.
Bâtie-Festival of Geneva is the cultural event of
the new school year. Each year, there are 16 days
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